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Many of the world’s millions of refugees and internally displaced persons are in Africa.
Protection of the human rights of these people is highly uncertain and unpredictable. Many
refugee-serving agencies thus see advocacy on behalf of the displaced as a key aspect of their
task. But those working in the field are so pressed by urgent crises that they can rarely analyze
the requirements of advocacy systematically. Refugee Rights results from an intense dialogue
among practitioners and scholars about how to make advocacy more effective. It concludes
advocacy must go beyond international law to human rights as ethical standards. All displaced
people have rights to be treated as their human dignity demands.

Refugee Rights establishes a framework for increased advocacy based on these
obligations. It calls for serious international response to the plight of the long-term displaced
confined to camps for decades. It addresses the needs of both urban refugees and the internally
displaced who far too often lack protection from either the states within which they live or from
the international community. It addresses the specific needs of displaced women and those
abused in war, and calls for concerted international protection of the rights of women in flight. It
explores the relation between the human rights of the displaced and both the requirements of
peace and the norms governing intervention and the use of force. It spells out some key
requirements of post-conflict reconciliation and reconstruction that can make reintegration of the
displaced possible. Most fundamentally, advocacy on behalf of universal human rights and basic
ethical requirements of human dignity are essential if we are to prevent displaced people from
falling through the cracks of our conflicted, multicultural world. Thus refugee rights are a key
test of the viability of human rights in our time.

CONTENTS
INTRODUCTION

Human Rights as an Ethical Framework for Advocacy
David Hollenbach
PART ONE DISPLACEMENT AS A HUMAN RIGHTS CHALLENGE

1. There Is More than One Way of Dying: An Ethiopian Perspective on Long Term
Stays in Refugee Camps

Abebe Feyissa with Rebecca Horn
2. What We Owe to Refugees and IDPs: An Inquiry into the Rights of the Forcibly Displaced.
William O’ Neill



PART TWO CAMPS, SETTLEMENT, AND HUMAN RIGHTS

3.

Burundian Refugees in Western Tanzania: Responsibilities for Advocacy

Joint Commission for Refugees of the Burundi and Tanzania Episcopal Conferences
The Right to Freedom of Movement for Refugees in Uganda.

Lucy Hovil and Moses Chrispus Okello

The Plight of Urban Refugees in Nairobi, Kenya

John Burton Wagacha and John Guiney

Protection as Capability Expansion: Practical Ethics for Assisting Urban Refugees.
Loren Landau

PART THREE GENDER AND THE RIGHTS OF THE DISPLACED

7.

8.

Sexual Violence, Gender Roles, and Displacement
Binaifer Nowrojee

Justice, Women’s Rights, and Forced Migration
Susan Martin

PART FOUR CONFLICT, PROTECTION, AND RETURN

9.

10.

11.

12.

Human Rights, the Use of Force, and Displacement in the Great Lakes Region: Reflections
on a Troubling Trend

Khoti Kamanga

Internally Displaced People, Sovereignty, and the Responsibility to Protect

David Hollenbach

Internally Displaced Persons in Northern Uganda: A Challenge for Peace and Reconciliation
Lam Oryem Cosmas

Justice and Peace: Reintegration and Reconciliation of Returning Displaced Persons in Post-
conflict Situations

Stephen J. Pope

PART FIVE ETHICS AND RIGHTS IN PRACTICE

13.

Key Ethical Issues in the Practices and Policies of Refugee-Serving NGOs and
Churches
Agbonkhianmeghe E. Orobator



CONTRIBUTORS

Lam Oryem Cosmas is a Consultant and Advisor to the Justice and Peace Council (JPC) of the
Ecclesiastical Province of Gulu in northern Uganda. He served as Coordinator for an interfaith
peace organization in northern Uganda, The Acholi Religious Leaders Peace Initiative (ARLPI).
He holds a MA in Conflict Transformation and Peacebuilding from Eastern Mennonite
University’s Centre for Justice and Peacebuilding (CJP), Harrisonburg, Virginia, USA.

Abebe Feyissa Demo was born in Ethiopia in 1965. Ten years after completing secondary school
in Addis Ababa, he attended Addis Ababa University to study educational psychology. When
political change took place in his country, his life was put in danger by the ethnic based politics
of the government. He fled Ethiopia to Kenya in 1991 and has lived in a refugee camp for the
last sixteen years. He is still living in Kakuma Camp in northwest Kenya.

John Guiney, S.J., is Regional Director of Jesuit Refugee Service in Eastern Africa. He co-
ordinates the work of JRS in Tanzania, Uganda, Sudan, Kenya and Ethiopia. The JRS work in
Eastern Africa covers education, psycho-social services, pastoral, peace and reconciliation, and
urban emergency programs for refugees and internally displaced persons.

David Hollenbach, S.J., is Director of the Center for Human Rights and International Justice and
holds the University Chair in Human Rights and International Justice at Boston College. His
principal interests are in the areas of human rights, religion in social and political life, and issues
facing refugees and displaced people. His most recent book is The Global Face of Public Faith:
Politics, Human Rights, and Christian Ethics. He has regularly been visiting professor at
Hekima College in Nairobi, Kenya.

Rebecca Horn is a psychologist from the UK. Her background is in forensic psychology, but
since 2003 she has been working with people affected by conflict in Africa. She spent three years
working with the Jesuit Refugee Service in Kakuma, northern Kenya, and has also worked in
Kitgum, northern Uganda, and in Sierra Leone.

Lucy Hovil has spent the previous seven years initiating and implementing research agendas in
forced displacement, conflict, and related areas at the Refugee Law Project, Faculty of Law,
Makerere University. She previously completed her doctorate at London University’s School of
Oriental and African Studies, which focused on the relationship between violence and identity in
South Africa in the run up to the country’s first democratic elections.

The Joint Commission for Refugees (JCR) is a commission of the Burundi and Tanzania Roman
Catholic Episcopal Conferences. It oversees pastoral programs for the Burundian refugees in
Tanzania and internally displaced people in Burundi. It was formed in 2002 at the initiative of
Bishop Paul Ruzoka of Kigoma, in conjunction with the pastoral workers in the camps for
Burundian refugees in the Kigoma and Rulenge Dioceses of Western Tanzania.

Khoti Chilomba Kamanga, is the Coordinator, Centre for the Study of Forced Migration,
University of Dar es Salaam, and Secretary, International Association for the Study of Forced
Migration. He studied law in Moscow and Amsterdam. At the University of Dar es Salaam he
teaches Public International Law, Refugee Law and International Humanitarian Law. His
publications are in the areas of refugee law and policy, security, and regional integration. He sits
on the editorial boards of the Journal of Refugee Studies (Oxford), and the African Yearbook on
International Humanitarian Law (Johannesburg).



Loren B. Landau is Director of University of Witwatersrand’s Forced Migration Studies
Programme in Johannesburg, South Africa, and is executive committee chair for the Consortium
of Refugees and Migrants in South Africa (CRMSA). A political scientist by training, his
research has explored migration and state power in rural Tanzania and Southern African cities.

Susan Martin holds the Donald G. Herzberg Chair in International Migration and serves as the
Director of the Institute for the Study of International Migration in the School of Foreign Service
at Georgetown University. She is the author of Refugee Women, and serves as the President of
the International Association for the Study of Forced Migration.

Binaifer Nowrojee heads the Open Society Initiative for East Africa, a grant-giving and advocacy
organization based in Nairobi. She is also a lecturer at Harvard Law School. Earlier Ms.
Nowrojee worked as legal counsel with the Women’s Rights and Africa Divisions of Human
Rights Watch and with the Lawyers Committee for Human Rights. Ms. Nowrojee has
documented abuses throughout the African continent and is the author of a number of reports and
articles on human rights issues.

Moses Chrispus Okello is Head of the Research and Advocacy Department at the Refugee Law
Project (Faculty of Law--Makerere University, Uganda). He holds an MA in International
Human Rights Law from the American University in Cairo and has research interests in conflict
resolution, human rights, transitional justice and forced displacement. He is co-author or editor
of a number of Refugee Law Project research reports available at www.refugeelawproject.org,
and co-author of an upcoming article on urban refugees in Refuge: Canada's Periodical on
Refugees.

William O’Neill, S.J., is a professor of social ethics at the Jesuit School of Theology at Berkeley,
and a visiting professor of ethics at Hekima College in Nairobi, Kenya. His writings include a
book on ethics and hermeneutics, The Ethics of Our Climate: Hermeneutics and Ethical Theory,
and articles on human rights, social reconciliation and conflict resolution, and on refugee and
immigration policy.

Agbonkhianmeghe E. Orobator, S.J., is a Jesuit priest from Nigeria. He teaches theology and
religious studies at Hekima College Jesuit School of Theology and Peace Studies in Nairobi,
Kenya, where he is also rector. He is author of several books, including From Crisis to Kairos:
The Mission of the Church in the Time of HIV/AIDS, Refugees, and Poverty.

Stephen J. Pope is Professor of Theology at Boston College. He received his Ph.D. in theological
ethics from the University of Chicago. He has written The Evolution of Altruism and the
Ordering of Love and Human Evolution and Christian Ethics, as well as edited The Ethics of
Thomas Aquinas. He is currently working on a book on political forgiveness and social
reconciliation.

Burton J. Wagacha is chief operating officer and co-founder of Mapendo International, an
agency providing medical care and protection to at-risk and overlooked refugees. He previously
worked in refugee health with GTZ (Gesellschaft fir Technische Zusammenarbeit), UNHCR,
and the International Office for Migration in Kenya and across Africa. Wagacha holds an M.D.
and an M.A. in sociology.



