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Finance Now Top
Program of Choice at BC

Trend spotlights Jesuit,
Catholic tradition in
business education
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For what iz believed m be the
fist time in University history,
more Boston College students are
majorng inan area of study — fi-
nance — that is not offered by the
College of Arts and Science, BC's
oldest and largest undergraduace
division.

According to sttistics com-
piled recendy by the Ofhce of
Student Services, 855 students are
enrolled in the BC Carrall School
of Management with a concenrra-
tion in fAnance — Camoll School
students do notr declire majors
but rather choose concenrrarions
in particular fields — compared to
826 who are majoring in commu-
nicarion through A&S. The 855
students concentrating in finance
is a 25-year high.

Ar the same rime, AS cur-
rently boasts s highest known en-
rollment to date, 6,041 smudents.

[For more on the University's
fall 2007 enrollment, see the side-
bar on page 4.

Student Services administra-
tors, as always, caution that the

Agures represent a “snmapshot” of
student enrollment, and thar the

numbers typically Hucnare over
the course of the academic year.

Adminismrators and faculry say
the milestone is nonetheles a sig-
nificant one, albeit not unforesee-
able, since finance is consistently
one of the more popular areas
of study among BC undergrads
— in fact, it was the second most
enrolled ar this tme last year,

Yer although trends in BC un-
dergraduate majors are often en-
lightening and revealing, say the
administrators and faculty mem-
bers, one thing is consmnc the
University’s Jesuit, Catholic liberal
ars radition. A smudent concen-
rrating in finance, they point out,
receives the same foundation at
B as a student majoring in com-
munication, philosophy, biclogy,
education — or any area.

“Any field of study ried closely
to realworld pracice — whether
communication, the sciences or
finance — benehts memendously
from the rich tadition of Jesuit
and Carthalic liberal arts education
as mediaed through the core,”
says CSOM Dean Andrew Boyn-
ton.

The rise in smadents concentrar
ing in finance is seen as reflecting
national trends within academia,
the financial services market
and the college-age population.
CSOM administrators and faculey

cite such factors as the growth of
industries such as mumal funds,
hedge funds and invesmment bank-
ing, and the presence of BC alumni
in the financial services field.

As an academic program, Fi-
mance Department  chairman
Grifhich Family Millennium Profes-
sor Hassan Tehranian says finance
is “intellecrually vigorous and prac-
tical. It requires an understanding
of cconomic theory and isues, as
well as capiral markets, and thar
means students have o leamn o
think, reason and reflect”

And thar, says Tehranian and
his CSOM ccll.cagun:, is where the
ethos of BC comes in. Inside the

Finance chairman Hassan Tehranian
says the program iz “intellectually
vigorows and practical.. students have
0 leam to think, reason and reflact.”
[Photo by Jehn Gilooly)

chsroom and our, students con-
cenirating in finance are given am-
ple exposure to the Jesuit-Cathalic
perspective, and not just through
the basic core curriculum.

“[Carroll School Associate Dhean
Richard Keeley] and T personally
encourage our students on a regu-
lar basis to broaden themselves ar
BC by earning minors and majors
within A&S." smys Boynron.

But wvalues “are more “caught’
than ‘mught™ adds Boynron,
quoting  Theclogy Department
chaimnan Assoc. Prof. Fr. Ken-
neth Himes, “We regularly invite
to campus cthical, principled and
accomplished alumni — includ-
ing Bob Winston, Chardes Clough,
Peter Lynch and Kathleen Corbet,
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to name a few — so they can meet
with students and explore “just and
ethical practice” in the realm of fi-
nance and business generally.”

Patrick Twomey, a senior from
Andover, Mass., with a fnance
concentraton and a major in eco-
nomics, says the Jesuit-Catholic
dynamic has absolutely been the
cornerstone of my BC and Anance
expericnces.”

Twomey cites the two-year
semimar on the Wesern Culmural
Tradition, with its focus on philes-
ophy and theology, as having en-
riched his business-oriented cours-
es. In addition, Twomey notes
that his enrcllment in the CSOM
Honors Program brought abour a
valuable service opportunity with
Haley House, a non-proft bakery
in Bosmn.

“Honors Program students have
been working with Haley House
management to increase productiv-
ity and stimulare demand through
marketing and new revenue chan-
nels. It is such a grear experience
o apply what we have leamed in
the classroom o the real world
and make a difference in the com-
munity.”

Having launched the Winston
Center for Leadership and Ethics,
CSOM plans a Further strengthen-
ing of its student formation effores,
nows Boynton, and is devising a
semiester-long required course on
ethics and leadership for all Carcll
School freshmen.

Keeley sums up the philosaphy
the Carroll School mkes in educat-
ing students in finance and other
management fields: A technician
knows the how of doing a particu-
lar msk. A professional knows che
why. As a profesional school, che
Carroll School requirs thar seu-
dents have a broader unders@nd-
ing af the context in which busi-
ness and management operie.

“Tharunders anding is achieved
through the exposure to Jesuir,
Catholic thought and practice. 5o
when a finance major leaves here,
it is as a professional wha has been
taught the value of service, intellec-
wal curiosity and educadion of che

‘WJ'IDI.C PCESDJ'I.”



