OUTREACH MINISTRIES COMMISSION
This past year has been an outstanding one in terms of volunteer participation and parishioners’ response to the outreach opportunities we coordinate.
Except for a “time out’ in January (for bad weather, which didn’t affect us until March!), we had monthly events for our Senior parishioners.  We toured the McMullen Art Museum at BC in April and new this year was a springtime cookout that was a much appreciated change for the Seniors.  Mardi Gras/Shrove Tuesday, pancakes and all, is always a big hit, as are the tea preceding a performance of A Dancer’s Christmas and a corned beef and cabbage dinner for St. Patrick’s Day. Several members of our parish community who are homebound are being served by Eucharistic Ministers who visit them on a regular basis.

Our outreach to the Guests at Shattuck Shelter (a clothing drive, holiday/summertime meals, monthly serving with desserts and ice cream, an on-going collection) continues to be an important part of our efforts and each time we carry out events, we have first-time volunteers.  Several parishioners serve as tutors in the Shattuck Literacy Program.  
Three Habitat Builds were scheduled during the year, all taking place at the complex on Blue Hill Avenue.  Again, we had a few new volunteers at each session.  Our fingers remained crossed that the West Newton site will soon be ready for volunteer builders.

Much effort went into the Christmas Gift Drive – really, a five-month period of preparation, set up and processing – and the results were evident.  We gathered and delivered over 750 gifts to nine agencies.  New recipients this year were Julie’s Family Learning Program and Mother Caroline Academy.  Again, a number of first-timers joined us.
Our at-the-door collections number two a year, with St. Francis House Day Shelter and Mother Caroline Academy benefiting from them this year.  In addition, the Thanksgiving Day collection is directed to our sister parish in Jamaica, St. Anne’s, as is the Holy Thursday collection. 
We continue to support the work of The Family Van (the new van, expected to be delivered any day now, will be here in the fall for a walk-through) by ongoing donations of infant formula and other necessities.  We also continue our support of Julie’s Family Learning Program in South Boston and Mother Caroline Academy in Dorchester; our back-to-school items drive in late August will be for their parents/students. 
We have no organized efforts at Seton Manor at this time, but we see to it that extra provisions from parish events are brought there for the residents to enjoy.  They love to see us coming!
Our June year-end meeting will give us the opportunity to review what has been accomplished this year and to envision what new initiatives (or new directions for present efforts) we might want to consider.
